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Abstract

Mouslim Minorities in Islamic law: The Political Aspect

Suleiman Mohammad Topoliac
Supervised by
Dr. Mohammad Uthman Shubair

This thesis consists of a preface and four chapters.

In the preface I discussed the division of the world into Dar
al Kufr and Dar al Islam, and displayed the scholars' opinions
about this subject.

Chapter one discussed the concept of "Muslim Minorities"
in the light of the following issues: definition of "Minority",

characteristics of minorities, their problems and current statistics
on Muslim minorities.

Chapter Two discussed the legal ruling on residence of
Muslims in Non-Muslim states and emigration from such states.
The chapter includes three sections: The legal ruling on
residence of Muslims in Non-Muslim countries. The legal
ruling on political asylum in Non-Muslim countries in the light
of the principles of Islamic law. The legal ruling on emigration
from Dar al Kufr to Dar al Islam.

Chapter three discussed the relation between Muslim
minorities and their countries of residence. This is the most
important chapter of the thesis and consists of four sections:
The issue of naturalization. A conclusion is drawn on the basis
of discussing the definition of naturalization, its major
components and its legal consequences. The ruling on residence
in, and emigration from, Dar al kufr is given due consideration

in discussing this issue, in addition to the general principles of

Islamic law. The legal ruling on the permissibility of a Muslim
hiring himself to a Non-Muslim. Using this as a starting point |
~discuss the issue of holding public positions in the Non-Muslim
state. Farticipation in the army of a Non-Muslim state and
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formation of political parties in Non-Muslim states; the
formation of alliances with Non-Muslim parties and

participation in parliaments.

Chapter four discussed the relation-ship between Muslim
minorities and the Islamic state, their rights and their
responsibilities. The chapter consisted of three sections:
Muslim minorities are automatically citizens of the Islamic state
or the opposite; The responsibility of the Islamic state towards
Muslim minorities; The responsibility of Muslim minorities
towards the Islamic state regarding zakaht, taxes, and other

1SSues.
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